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ISLAND OF ST. THOMAS

It Would Make a Desirable Coaling
Station for the United States.

ITS PRODUCTS AND PEOPLE

Still Held by Denmark—What & Hurricane
Did Years Ago—Cocoa and Its Cultivation—
A Delightful Climate and Fertile Soll—How
the Island is Governed.
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O THE EASTWARD
of the large island of
Santo Domingo lies the
little island of B8t
Thomas, one of the
possessions of the
Danes in the West In-
dies. It is about four-
teen miles long from
east to west and four
miles wide. Onun the
southern side is the
snug little harbor that
gives the island ite
sommercial importance and the quaint old
fown that ever since 1650 has been a commer-
eial town of importance. Several times our
government, desirous of bhaving s naval and
coaling station in the Weat Indies, has looked
with longing eyes toward the mountain-
ribbed Island of St Thomas The island has
always been Lealthy and bhas ever beem no-
ticeably free from the ravages of yellow fever.
The soil is fertiie and the valleys would all
make prodactive sugar and cocoa plantationa.
The Upited States government in 1568 :F-
inted & board of commissioners to visit St

bomas and report on its fliness as a naval
station.

DESIRABILITY AS A COALING STATION.

The commissioners, after a thorough inspee-
tion of the island, decided that it was eminently
fit for the required purpose, and the papers for
the trapsfer of the island from Denmark to the
United States for the sum of £6,000,000
were all but signed when a hurricane swept
over the Windward Islanda. striking St. Thomns
in its course and devastating the island. This
unfortunate circumstance so sre}u‘_hced the
cummissioners that they changed their favora-
ble re port to one condemning the isiand. Since
that time no burricane of anv note bas touched
the isiand, and Denmark would in all proba-
bility dispose of the island for half the sum she
then demanded. Of course the government
would have to go to thecxpense of fortifying the
island and a body of troups would have to be
stationed there: but if we are to butld a navy
ships cannot be made which can steam an in-
definite time without replenishivg their coal
supply. In times of peace the ports of other
nations may be nsed as coaling ports, but if we
were al war with any other nation the act of
coaling in & neatral port wonld render that
neutral lable to the consequences of aldinga
belligerent, an act that is contrary to the ac-
ceplea laws of nations.

‘he Mole St. Nicholas, on the coast of Hayti,
has been much spoken of lor a West India coal-
ing station, but 1% 1s & barren waste, where mil-
lwoas of dollars wonld be required to fis it up
suitably as a coaling port.

WHAT THE TOWSN LOOKS LIKE.

In a recent article in the New York Herald

on “St. Thomas as a Coaling Station™ the

writer asserts that harbor is a *tideless basin,”
but this mistake 1s made by many others—the
rise of the tide i3 very small, but by the
peeuliar conformation of the rocks at the en-
trance to the Larbor a current sweeps around
the barbor, keeping its waters clear and pure.

MARKET IN ST. THOMAS

The town now known as St. Thomas is the one
that the French, at the time of their occupancy
of the isiand, calied Charlotte Amalin. It is a
quaint old place perehed on the slopes of three
hills, with one long street that runs through it
all. and now and then one that Lranches off
and secks a hiding plice i the deep ravines of
the foot halls. Kight in the center of the town
stands the Hotel du Commerce, the chief hotel
of the place. It s an old Spanish building,
set back of a garden of tropical palms and
bapana trees aud iocks for all the world like
it mizht have been transplanted from the
tales of the Arabian Nighta. The low ground
story, with i1ts Lroad, eool arches and brick
tiled door. and the winding stairway twisted
about a buge stone column give it the appear-
ance of & medueval castle, but above is a
broad cool porch where meals are served. No
one is in a burry and even the shopkeepers,
that always ask a foreigner twice the price of
evervihing. seem to be in no hurry to even
Wake money.
A DANISH GARRISON STILL THERE.

The larger part of the population iscomposed
of negroes and mulattoes, with a sprivkling of
foreigners, English, French and Danish. The
old fort still quarters & garrison of Danish
troops. | met acavtain in the Danish regi-
ment, s finc-looking, blne-eved German, who
was glad to welcome American officers to his
home, becanse, he said, “‘the North sea people
all hked America so much, and he hoped if
Denmark did sell the wsland it wonld go to the
United States.™ To the northward of the red-
roofed town of Charlotte Amalia two grim-look-
ing old casties frown down on the peaceful
town and barbor below. These are the castles
of Bluebeard and Blackbeard, both of whom
were noted buccaneers of the seventeenth cen-
tury. Then the port of Charlotte Amalia was &
stronghold of the pirates, and they came in
there to sell their prizes and replenish their
storea. It is a legend of the island that an
“Englishmcn" named Fogarty purchased the
castic of Bluebeard and found beneath it enough
treasure 10 make him wealthy _for a lifetime,
and that e had a pretey daughfer, “the charm.
ing Miss Fogarty,” she was called, and after
living in the old castle through her childbood
days, the belle of the town, she ran awav
with an Eonglish clerk to the consul, and

only eame back years afterward to be
forgivem by bher wrathy father. St
Thomas 15 - “Iree port,"” and

Bo duties are levied on any imports except
rum—and even that seems un necessary, for,
with the exception of a Danish soldier stagger-
ing back to a ““ten days in the jail” probably,
#-ul a “Jack Tar ashore,” few drunken men are
seen. ‘lhe shops are neat and well kept, amd,
as u rule, articles of merchandise of the com-
moner sort are much cheaper than in *“the
states.” Cows are fewand milk of goats is
generally used jnstead. It seems that horses
are few in the Antilles, for it is rarely that any-
fhizg but a pony is seen. The prestige of the

1< a8 & coaling station and “port of call” is
goue, bowever, and Eaglish P amd energy
has overcome Danish thrift and sturdiness, and

LD WATER FRONT, sT. THOMAS.
t'::‘a Barbadoes and St. Lucia far outrank St

in this respect. But'oelhlluitmy.

the pretty island with ite dome-like hills, ever
E’:-n with tropical foliage, the land-locked
ber and the neat little town may otill be
spokien of ss the prettiest t in the Wess
Jad es. Oune may stand on the kill back of the
umblm: ruins of the Pirate Blackbeard's

caplaine who had taken to pirac
-B their prizes and ulohnl.o-lh:
rum that St Thomas is famous for.

SONETHING ABOUT COCOA

All over the civilized world people drink
eocoa, and yet few, I venture to say, know howft
famade. On a seraggly bush that locks like un-

where they are raked over and over by bare-
footed megro girls that walk over them wita
ufiter dlﬂg‘u to their future use asem bever-
age on an English or Ameriean breakfast table.
After it is well sun dried it is put up by the
bushel in coffce bags and shipped all over the
world. The after process of making it palata-
ble cousists merely in scorching it brown in an
oven, grindiog it snd mixing it with some sub-
stance that will allow it to be worked into cakes
suitabie for sale in the markets, but the famous
brands one buys in American groceries are no
better"tuan the beverage made by grinding the
dry and scorched nut beiween two stones in s
West India mountain side camp and boiling it
in goat's milk. Skentical cooks may doubt
this, bat the “‘proof of the pudding is in the
eating."

To the southward of 82. Thomas, and within
sight of it on u clear day, lies the little island
of Santa Cruz, which is a veritable little
fruit garden, in which most of the rich fruits
sold in the St. Thomas markets are grown. In
this little island is the far-famed Avenue of
Palms, a broad walk nearly a mile long, lined
on either siile by a row of stately cocoa palms,
timvrise ‘without a staik or léaf fifty or sixty
feat add flru bvanch out into broad-spreading
tults of degp, green palm leaves, with the big
green-hulled cocosnuts under them 1n cius-
ters. When the cocvanuts are green the milk
in them is quite palatable, and as they may be
easily cut open with a knife the milk forms a
favorite drink. After they get ripe the outer
hull cracks, and finally, if left 1o themselves,
the nut drops out like a big bickory nut and
fulls to the ground, as we see it in American
markeis.

THE PRODUCT OF BAY 0IL

The great staple product of 5t. Thomas is bay
oil, from which bay rum is made. The oil is a
highly concentrated essence from the green
bay tree and a pint of it diluted with warm
water will make several quarts of ordinary bay
rum, which is of world-wide uee to unuegaen
who shave and to every one who bathes. The
inbabitants live in well-kept houses, many of
them mere huts, and a noticeable feature is the
almost general absence of window panea. As
it never becomes cool enough to make 1t nec-
essary to keep out the air, the ouly means of
closing the windows 18 by meaus Larred
shutters. In passing the bouscs it is hard to
keep from associating these iron-barred win-
dows with juils, and an occasional black or
ereole face peering through them ounly height-
ens the idea. lLe ple who live 1o the coun-
try part of the island and work on the sugar
plantations live in roughly built wooden huts
with thatched roofs and unpainted sides, Yet
these huts are nearly always kept scrupulously
clean and the small “*frons yard” generaily con-
tains a pretty garden of roses that rival their
northern bot bouse cousins in everything ex-
cept the odor, which they almost entirely lack.
Living is cheap in the islands and the good-
natured negro can geunerally find something
to eat, if it1s only bananas and oranges, and
be can always make his *‘cassava bread™ from
the fruit of the “*bread fruit” tree. As no cold
wentber ever shakes his rheumatic joints, be
need “bave no fenr wherewitbal to clothe him-
self, " aud mauy of them exlabit very little fear
on this subject, but as & rule the women dress
guudily and wear a turban or headdress of
sotue guy-colored silk or cotton material.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND.
To “‘assist the governor general in the ardu-
ous duties of governing the colony™ there is a
colomal council, partly appointed by the King

of Denmark and partly elected by the inhab-
itants, so that affairs run very smoothly, with
only occasional trouble over the entrance of
some guarantined stenmer or the kiling of an
animal witbout permission from the ecouncil
There are quite a number of white residents,
many of them charming people who are ever
willing to extend every courtesy in their
power o visitors desirous of seeing the islund,
and among them the United States consul, Col.
Horne of New Haven, Conn., holds a leading
place, and it bas not yet been discovercd that
be has attempted to pass any wooden nutmegs
on the simple negroes of the island or taugat
them to make wooden cocosnuts.

If the United States nevds a coaling station
in the West Indies, and no one doubts that,
there could scarcely be a placs better titted for
it than the mountain-rivbed island of St
Thomus, with 1ts sheitered harbor, and at
£3,000,000 it would be a paying investment to
any purchaser. As I journey on to other
islands of the Lesser Antilles I leave St. Thomas
with regret, and its wide,clean streets and airy,
arched Louses form a memory of comfort and
health unsurpassed by anything I have seen in
the Indies.

Another New Departure.

The building adjoining Tae Star office has
recently been renovated and greatly improved
and today was opened up as one of the branch
stores of the Emerson Shoe Company. The
event was of considerable interest to the male
section of Washington's population, for this
famous company makes & specialty of fine-
grade shoes, at common-sense prizes, for men
and boys. They make footwear ranging from
€3 up, and each grade is guaranteed to be as
good as can be made at the price. The Wash-
ington branch is only one of twenty that this
company basestablished in all sections of the
country. It is under the management of Mr.
B. E. Murray. formerly of Howell & Murray,
and he has associated with him Mr. E. K
Stewart, who has beon for years in the shoe
business in this ¢ity with Dalton & Stricklsud.
The Emerson shoe store has staried outin
Washington under most favorable auspices
and promises to 4 great success.
The building itself is admirably adapted
for its present uses, and the central
loeation 1t occupies makes it ull the
more desirable. ‘the store room has been
handsomely fitted up in oak, with large onk
chairs for the convenience of the customers in
trying on shoes, and the large front window
has been finished in marble and supplied with
heavy plate-glass mirrors, so that 1t makes a
splendid place for the display of goods. The
ecompany has introduced a popular novelty in
seting up a shoe-blacking staud, where Emer-
eon sbhoes are blacked free of eharge. The
Emerson shoes are made in the great factories
of K. B. Grover & Co. at Brockton, Mass., by
skillful workmen and under the personal super-
vision of the firm. The lasts that are used
Lave been adopted after years of experience,
and the eomjpany guarantees that only the
highest grades of leather are used in these
shoes. One of the results of this system is
that the shoes are smooth and well shaped and
need no “breaking in.” The company seils di-
rect to the purchaser, so the latter practically
gets his goods at factory prices.

Written for The Evenine Star.

Dream Song.
To ——. on Saint Valentine's Day.

Last night, my dear, 1 dreamed of you,
And still more sweet, if that can be,

More fresh, more falr, your image seemed
Than even the hright reality,

As on me, like a star, it beamed,
The while, my dear, I dreamed of you.

I told my love with many a sigh,
For 1 have loved you long and well;
Bat, to my grief, my love you spurned,
With scorn my worship did repel.
*“Ah, love fur love should be returned,”
I sald, “and I have loved you well!”

And then you vanished from my sight,
A lovely anger in vour eye:
Angry had been the words you spoke;
You left me sad to muse aml sigh,
Apd, fillled with anguish, § awoke,
And thought of those harsh words you spoke.

At length I sald: * "Twas but a dream,
Nor dreams can shake such love as mine;
Besides, by contraries they go,
And 80 in this I see a sign
That bodes me anyihing but woe;
Thaoks, friendly dream, for such a sign!™

Itis a sign that not in vain
My hgart does so with passion burn
For you, my dear, and only yoa.
I pray youm, love for love return,
And let my dream be proved untrue,
And let 118 sign be not in vain.

-

- L]

Montcolla, D. C., St. Valentine's eve.

The Vast N of Rail
From the Brandon Bucksaw.

A curious statistician has computed that if
all the locomotives in the United States were
Iddz“-!;@gg‘&er they would make a train of
solid izon. steel over 200 miles long. Add
the passenger ears and we would have 300 miles
more of wood and iron. This would give us a
gigantic passenger train 600 miles in length,
counting boxhn‘:nxinu and cars. Ehould we
wanta b “mixed” trainv we might d the
“box," “Hiat” and every other ki of ight
car and our train would then haveatotal h
of over 7,000 miles! The cars in thi
ic train wounld be capable of seating

¥

d Cars.

all
ted States besides.

l—an-.-n_;mnum
From the Boston Globe.

THE ARMY AND NAVY.

How Officers Amuse Themselves and
Are Ocoupied in Washington.

WARRIORS AT THE CAPITAL

Young Men Who Were Anxious for War, and
Why—The Power of Influence in Their Be-
half—Society Favorites—Duty and Pleas-
ure—Curiosities of Warfare.

Written for The Evenins Btar.

HE BURSTING OF
the war bubble bhas
been a disappointment
to both army and navy.
Especially the lower
grades in either branch
of the service, eager for
promotion, have hoped
fora chance to fight.
From their point of
view a struggle with a
foreign power was big
with brilliant possibili-
: ties. Pellowing a dec-
laration of hostilities must come an expansion
of Uncle Sam’s force on the seas, requiring
corresponiing elevations in rank, ensigns be-
coming licutenants, licutenants being trans-
formed into lieutenant commanders, com-
manders sprouting into full-fedged captains
and so on—all by a stroke of the magic sword
oi , Bellopa. ith soldier officers the
expectation was not less enthusinstic. Even
old retired seniors—grizzled warriors and veg-
etating sen dogs—were not displeased at the
prospect of being recalled to active service,
with a chanee to gain further laurels.

Officers of the army and navy upon retire-
ment are very apt to find themselves painfully
in want of occupation. Numbers of them drift
to this city and remain. It is said that good
Americans when they die go to Paris. Like-

good army and navy officers when they
retire come to Washington. In this city, where
there is a steadily increasing population of
idlers, these old military und naval *‘roosters,”
8 their disrespectful juniors call them, find a
more cougeni.ng atmosphere thun in the in-
dustrial centers. There 1s hero very little of
the atmosphere of shop. The only big shop is
kept by the government and in it they take an
interest. They command n strong social jn-
fluence and are looked up to in what is called
the “army and navy set.”

Home of theso remarks apply equally well to
the youuger officers in active service. If they
are fond of pleasure they can get more of it
here then anywhere else. This is a holiday
town, and, beyond question, the jolliest place
in America to live in. There is more gayety
in New York in the aggregato, but less of it in
proportion fo the population. That is one rea-
son why very rich pQORlu from all parts of the
United Btates come to Washington to dwell.

HAVE OTHERS TO DO THEIR WORK.
Army and navy officers do not ordinarily
lead such a busy life as to unfit them for pleas-
ure. Take the commander of & vessel of war

for example. He occupies a cabin by himself
while at sea and hae a navigator to do his work.
The navigntor in his turnbas a lieutenant to do
his work, who has an under lieutenant to do
his, who bas an ensign to do his, who Las a
warrant officer to do his, who has innumerable
Jack Tars to do his. Or, if the case of a staff
officer be considered, bebold, for instance, the
paymaster, who pays the crew, buys provisions
and is responsible for the funds. To facilitate
the performance of his arduouslabors he has a
clerk. In order that the clerk may not be
overworked he has under him a paymaster's
yeoman, who in his turn has a Jack-o'-Dust, so-
cajled, to help him with his toil. There is a
sort of inclined plane of rank in the service,
as one might say, over which the burden of
du ty 1s made to slide easily. In the army it is
th e same way more or less.

1t is & mistake to iml.P'ina that young army
or navy men lead a gay li"e of idlenessat Wash-
ington. On the contrary, they are obliged to
work much harder than when they are doing
active service in the field or at sea. They have
office hours at their departments from 9 until
4, just as do the clerksin the civil employment.
In fact, their labors are of a clerical nature, the
only difference being that their work is of such
a kind as ordinary cierks could not perform.
It requires technical knowledge peculiar to
their professions—for example, an acquaint-
ance with navigation, marine surveying, the
use and manufacture of guns, &e. 71he sailor
bold who is seen to such advantage in his uni-
form on a ship's deck does not cut so fine a
figure at a desk or drawing table. Neverthe-
less, this is the sort of duty he must perform
while stationed here. His toil is not eusy and
must be faithful, else he will quickly be given
a warning, and should he continue lazy he will
be sent to eea. Under such circumstances the
chiet of navigation is not likely to give him a
Lmru'cululy agreeable assignment on the ocean
lue,

LIEE TO BE STATIONED IN WASHINGTON.
However, many officers in the army and
nuvy are very willing to work harder for the
sake of being stationed in Washington. It is
chiefly the young men, fond of society, who
seek duty here. Their hours of toil, from 9 to
4, leave plenty of time for social enjoyment.
Having youth and good constitutions, they are
able to labor all day and dance all night. Op-
ortunities for such pleasures are excellent
¢re. There is a great and onsatisfied demand
for beaux,and striplings in the gervice of Uncle
Sam find themselves much petted and spoiled.
Of rich girls there is a plentiful supply—so
plentiful, indeed, that anything reasonably
preposse sing in pantaloons has more than a
fair chauce ot capturing one for himself.

It would not be fair 1o say that navy men as
a class are fortune hunters. Nevertheless, it is
very certain that no other fellows seem to have
s chance with them in the pursuit of rich
women. They pick up an astonishing number
of giris with money. One reasun for this is
doubtless that they cannot afford to do other-
wise. It 15 an old story that Washington is the
best bunting ground for fortunes in petticonts
in the world Most of the gauy young women
bere are wealthy simply because society f§ com-

chicﬂ;’ of rich people who can afford to
entertain. Taking into view the small chances
for promotion, as things are at present, how
can n _ uior lieutenant with a salary of 1,500
to £1,.00 a year and small
thing vetter be so imprudent as to sneeze at a
bride with a big dower? Navy men, wherever
they go, are great favorites. Abroad they are
always welcomed and see the best of life. Of
one muhr ofiicer, weil known at the capitl,
it is suid that he has led the german in every
port of Europe.

OLDER OFFICERS DOX'T LIKE IT.

Older officers are very apt to regard duty in
Washington as undesirable and to avoid it when
they can. A navy wan on shore has only four-
fifths of sea pay, and his expenses ure very
much greater. It s the same way in the army
practically. A lieutenant in that branch of
the service has exactly the same remuneration
as if be were at a frontier post, where be is
provided with a house free of charge, has a
stove put in by the government—he used to
bave fuel supplied sisu—and bas nothing to
pay tor repairs. Under such conditions the
un{v drains upon his purse are for food,
ciothing and very moderate personal expenses.
When bere, as an equivalent for these oW=-
auces, ho is given $:4 a month, being granted
by the regulations two rooms at #12
each. Obviously he cannot hire a decent

luce to sleep in for that sum. Clothes cost

m much more, and if be has a wife and chil-
dren they must be well dressed. Unless he is
s0 unosually fortunate as to have moncey of his
own bis nose is put financially very close to the
grindstone. There areexceptionsto every rule,
and in this case such nre found in a few assign-
ments o Fort Myer aud the Washington bar-
racks, the former being for cavalry and the
latter for artillery. One object wherefore Fort
Myer was made & military post was to provide

an easy station for men who had done particu-
larly arduous and faithful work in the west. At
these two places the advantages of a post and
the pleasures of a city are enjoyed together.
THE DUTY X0 SINECURE.

For army cfficers Washington duty is far
harder than at & post on the froutier. While
stationed in she west they must go on occa-

sionai scouts, sometimes involving unpleasant
experiences and ouce in & while “‘L?.':.’
scsl Ordinarily, bowever, a couple of i
vcn day is all they bave to do,

trouble being to relieve the tedium of idle

prospects of any- | 4o

good din and balls excreise. A
hntm.mn withstand the I!lﬂlh'n.of

pital and entertains judicially
peon dy to bo' oni;r:d for duty here. if

vor is asked for. werful Congressmen
md-not always appealed to in vain t0 such an

and exhibit abulity. barge
of the business of detailing nsually pick out tor
service at the departmenta here men of known
capacity. Fools and idlers are not desired by
the heads of bureaus who céntrol such affairs.
They may get places, and often do, through
family or other influence with the Secretary or
with other persons in authority, but they ecsn-
not hold them lovg. Not the most powerful
member of Congress, though he be even chair-
man of the appropriations committee in House
or Senate, can secure more for a protege than
a brief favor, which soon lapses with the unde-
serving. L he Secretaries of the Navy und of War
Lave striven to take such matters out of
politics.
A CAREFUL RECORD KEPT.

Thus the choice of officers for duty in Wash-
ington has come to be almost wholly a selection
of the fittest, .aithough now and then will
doubtless occur s marked and unfortunate ex-
ception. Furthermore, a survival of the most
deserving is secured with a carcfulnessand im-
partiality such as are unknown in any &ivil
business. Every man in the army and navy
has a complete record preserved of his doings
from the time he entared tue serviceup to date.
A page is kept for;him at his department here
on which is put down overything good or bad
that is reported of him. Not the recording
angel himself could keep a more strict account
for aud against a person. From that page
nothing is ever rubbed out and thereis nv such
thing as turning over a new leaf. Minnte mat-
ters are set dowu in these histories which the
individuals concerned have themselves forgot-
ten. Even letters praising or condemning the
officer, though roccived from irresponsible out-
siders, are duly jacketed with the papers kept
respecting him. Should he ever get into trouble
and be tried by court-martial the entire record
is brought up to bear merciless witness for and
against him.

Officers who work hard and show ability have
no difficulty in procuring assignmentsin Wash-
ington, becuuse those are just the men whom
the chiefs of bureaus are anxions to secure.
The business of dotailing lies with the adjutant
general's oftice for the army and with the bu-
reau of navigation for the navy. Such matters
are arranged as far as possible on the princi-
ples of courtesy which govern among gentle-
men—in other words, when & man waats a cer-
tuin sort of detsil he goes and asks for it If
there is no good reason why he should nothave
it his request is granted. It is very curious
how tastes differ in such matters. One indi-
vidual will intensely dislike the notion of going
to Aluska, while another will regard the same
assignment as decidedly a lark. Ordinarily the
South Atlantic squadron is considered a most
ineligible post, but there are those who think
quite the opposite. So the easiest way, and the
Lest one, therefore, is to accommeodate ali con-
cerned as well as may be. ‘Lhe nosion is com-
monly held that navy men want all the
shore. duty they can get, but this is
very far from being true. When
they seek it, it is uenally for no other reason
than because they have family ties. In nine
cases out of ten those who are not so blessed

refer to be at sea. Detter pay is one reason,

ut there is such a thing as a passion for the
ocean, which officers in the service are very apt
to acquire, so that they are never really happy
when they are mot wsailing on blue water.
Hardly bave they been a month or two on land
before they become discontented and are
anxious to be afloat sgain. Some of the best
men in the navy procure assignments here for
no other purpose than to do earnest work in the
way of experiment and invention. New types
of guns, devices for navigation, torpedoes, ex-
plosives, &c., absorb their attention. The
same 1s true of the army. On the other hand,
there are not a few inventive persons who save
up their leaves of absence nndp:peud. months at
a time in Washington bothering the ofticials in
authority with their novel but useiess ideas for
hollow bullets or what not.

HIGHER ARMY ORADES.
In the army after the grade of colonel has
been reached further promotion csn only be

conferred by the President of the United States.
A:cordin{lej'. when the place of brigudier gen-
eral is to be filled, great pressure of influence,
political and otherwise, is brouﬁhﬂo bear upon
the executive. There are said to have been
several iustances where such appointments have
been determined by the persussion of women.
Nevertheless, it may safely be asserted that in
nearly every instance choice is directed by no
other consideration than fitness, neither petti-
coats nor politics having any control whatever.
The claims of the candidates from whom one is
to be selected are put side by side and the chief
magistrate picks out the best and moss deserv-
ing man.

ashington will always be a favorite loafing
piace for army and navy men duriug their
scasgms of leisure while ore. There has
just been completed a very handsome United
sService club house at the corner of Connectiout
avenue aud [ street. Though conspicuously mily
outside, 1t is beautifully fitted up within.
Oflicers are also eligible for membetship in the
fashionable University and Metropolitan clubs
on exceptionally favorable terms, no initiation
fee being demanded from them, Their favor-
ite hotel is the EULDbitt House, while for thirty
years t the eating house most frequented by
them been Klotz's restuurant, on G street.

PRIZE MONEY FOR NAVAL OFFICERS.

One attraction which war would possess for
officers in the navy would be prize money.
Sometimes it is big. A merchant vessel or
transport belonging to the enemy and taken on
the high seas may yield a great fortune to the
captors, who are by law entitled to one-half the
booty, the other half being turned into the
treasury. If the prey is a ship of war, of equal
or superior size, the victors receive the en-
tire value. Rear Admiral Porter was allowed
from 200,000 to £u100,000 for ‘the money
guined during his operations on Mississippi
river, while the army officers get nothing for
their share. They never do, which seems un-
[air.

Whenever the next great naval conflict shall
arrive the world will view, with breathless in-
terest, the first practical test of modern guns
and armor. It will be a fight of mail-clad
ocean Titaus, in which the force of builets and
the resisting power of metal will be pitted
agoinst ench other. Bume authorities think
that the result will cause all protective sheath-
ing to be done away with finally. They hold
the opinion that, justas men found it advisable
give up wearing cumbrous armor in battle,
80 the war ship of the future will be vastly
#wilt and so lightly built iz compartments that
shots wiil pass clean through her withoutdoing
much demage. The most important weapon
will very likely be automatie torpedoes, travel-
ing under water, contact with one of which is
destruction to the greatest ship. .

The history of mankind is the history of the
development of weapons for war, by #mprove-
ments in which one nation has overcome an-
other and survived. Though the tale may not
be safely vouched for, Archimedes is said to
have set fire to the vessels of the ememy be-
sieging Syracuse by directing u them the
rays of the sun concentrated with great burn-
ing mirrors. Hanunibal, in a naval batt
threw among the Homans earthen pots
with venomous serpents, which e and so
frightened the foe with their writhing contents
that they fled. In the middle ages “‘Greek
fire''— bed as *‘a bituminous fluld” —was
commouly employed in fights on the water,
being made to lﬂmt from cozper pipes set at
the prows of the ships. These tu were
placed in the mouths of fantastic monsters,
whose gaping jaws were thus made to vomit
formidable flames. On one occasion, however,
during an action in the Bosphorus between the
fleet of the Emperor Alexiusand the crusaders
under Baldwin, the fire used in this fashion by
the Greek admiral burned up his own vessels.

FRIGHTENED BY GREKK FIRE.
During the crusades the valiant soldiers of
the cross were dreadfully frightened by Greek
fire, which was used against them chiefly in the

shape of “flery dragons as big as hogshea
wmg;llollhrongh the air with o lolnu‘.ih"a
thunder.” Whenever the saintly French H.:s
saw one coming he fell fiat on nd a
prayed for Erotmﬂon -ﬁlm a mmhh
weapon which conld not be met with sword

oralance. War rockets, of which this was s

ies, were very ancien loyed in
:ﬁnﬂn 'du’: is beliu:vg’tn have
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encountering
for the first time to find that
not frightened by yells and the
toms. A favorite weapon theirs,
used, was the “stinkpol™ a sort
shell eon odors
among whom
aud run. Yet even the i
learn, and some day thoL may
m Europe a lesson. 1t is not
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diers as are numbered in all the armies of the
world and bave enough men left over 10 man
every ship that floats. Furthermore, their
forces are now armed with the best modern
rifles and drilled by skilled French and Ger-
man officers.

One interesting fact not widely known is that
the ““repeating” arm was invented as far back
as the reign of Queea Elizabeth. Im 1718a
breech-loading revolving cannon was produced
by an ingenius Britisher, which had chambers

roviding for the use of *‘round bullets for

bristians and square bullets for Turks.”

A reproduction of it is to be shown by the
patent office at the world's fair.
————

Kobolds,
From the London Globe.

We do not know that any one hasever gravely
claimed to have seen one. And yet there is no
doubt whatever that there are such beings.
Else who is it that wrenches off our shirt
buttons, mislays our kevs, makes our pen
splutter and tickles us in inaccessible regions

of our baek when we want to look imporiant?
If wo could catch one we should pin him down
classifly him, pu$ him under a glaes case an

rude questions as to his parentage and
habits. But the kobolds have been spared this
Inst indignity. There are no specimens in the
Natural History Museum. There are some
people who even doubt their existence and offer
the most ridiculonaly commonplace explana-
tions of their pranks. Have you never found,
when dressing in the morning, that everything
you don't want conspires to get into your way,
and everything you do want persists in getting
out of it/ Your razor jibs and notches your
chin; the soap splashes into your eye:; your
tooth brush tumbles inte the water jug and you
have to dredge for it, and, finally, your coliar
stud breaks loose and rolls into limbo. You
hunt it wildly round and round the room, and,
finally, run it to earth in the farthest corner
under the bed. Your wife will make irrelevant
remarks about late hours, and refer inconse-
quently to that borrid club. But she is quite
wrong. Itis the kobolds, .

And bave you never carefully put a letter
away in a particular place, sxpecting to find it
there when you came back? When you did
come back. have you never found that the let-
ter bad disappeared? Have you not gone
ravening about the house, burrowing Lehind
book ecases, prodding corners and overturnin
furniture, while yonr wife foliows behind anc
mildly deplores your untidy bhabits? Agnin she
is ludierously wrong. It is the kobolds who
teok that letter when you were not looking, and
put it in your pocket, where it Las been all the
tim

e,

The kobolds love to make for you in the
morning when you are in a hurry to catch the
enrly train. They start by breuking a boot
lace, they hide your gloves and brush your hat
the wrong way, they blow out the match when
you try to light a cigarette and fusten your coat
tails in the front door as you slam it behind
you. On the way to the station the ferrule of
your umbrella catches in something. You stop
with a jerk and look down. It appears to be
only a grating, but it is really a kobold. When
they have once decided to spend a day with a
man he seldom gets rid of them before he turns
intobed at night. He is certain to lose his
temper before long, and then 1t ip all up with
him. There is nothing that amuses them so
much as a man in a temper. They get littie
bits of mud from passing bapsoms and dab
them on his collar. They gather smuts from
the chimneys and smear Shem on his nose
where he can see them, but cannot localize
them; they collect little puffs of wind from
street cornersand blow his hat over area rail-
ings and into mud heaps: they tweak his neck-
tie into grotesque shapes and drop his eye-
glasses into the gutter. They dance invisibly
round him, pulling. pushing, Koki.ng, pinching,
prodding aud pelting bim, and the madder he
grows the more they enjoy themselves.

In the evening they are still at it. They spill
his wine on the ta loth, and send the soun
down the wrong way; they fill his mouth wi
fish bones; they loosen the top of the pepper
castor, and empty its contents into his plate.
They get into his favorite pipe and clog, it so
that it will not draw. His 'if: explains as he
site puffing and blowing at the mouthpiece,
that this wouldn't happen if he cleaned his

ipes out regulariy— which is absurd; because
&h:u going to clean them all out tomorrow.

tever he -ne*ru. the kobolds are before-
band with him. ey make the gas wobbleand
the ehairs oreak, and dput hairs in his pen, until
be finally gives in and decides that the day is a
failure. And then he finds they bave hidden
the corkscrew. They are humorous lhttle
creatures, without much malice in them.

The lmdy-guing. methodical man they leave
alone—the man who cuts up paper into little
squares over night to wipe his razor on in the
morning and puts all his cab fares down in an
account book before going to bed. It is the
erratic, unsystematic fellow whom they attack,
the man who stuffs checks into chimney orna-
ments and does not fold ug his night shirt in
the morning. The cold-blooded maun, when
be misscs one train, buys a ﬁ' r aud waits pa-
tiently for the mext; the kobolds leave him
alone. Itis no fun pinching a man who won't
stamp and swear.

Women, I suppose, suffer from them occa-
sionally; but not as men do. Women are
inured to discomfort from the time when they
gather up their back hair, let out the final
tuck in their skirts and claim to be seventeen.
A being who can stagger about all day on a
rl.ll' of four-inch heels, with her waist crushed

n 8 whalebons frame, who cun submit to have
her nose tickled by a veil and her heels clogged
with petticoats, never losing her temper or
saying a wicked word—such a being can afford
no sport for the kobolds. They would die of
ennui. Butto a man thoy are a veryreal tor-
ment. Notthat they break his legs, e out
his eyes, or inflict any irreparable injury upon
him; but they are at the bottom of ail those
petty worries and minor ascidents which make
up sum of » miserable day.

The kobolds are invisible; unfelt every
one but their victim. Our big tr our
knock-down griefs, bad as they are, have gen-
erally some dramatic interest in them, and in-
sure a sympathetic public. We, commonplace
persons as we doubtless are, could face a
dramatic emergency with oredit; we ecould,
like Regulus, leave Rome and friends, “‘inter
obetantes catervas,” for C and the tor-
turer, if we know that the historian with his
note book was watching the We
could brave the stage lightniug, and plunge
off the practicable rock into the boiling tide
after the heroine, when the gallery boys are
bolding their breath, for the ap iative
whistle. We could all be heroes with the lime
light on us. But & man must be more or less
than human to spend s day with the kobolds
and keep his temper.

The Dear ﬂ‘;.ll'l Watch,
From the Pluludelpl ia Press.

It was & dear girl who bought & waich of a
Jeweler who warranted it for a year. “Whas
does that mean?’ she asked.

*‘We keep it in order for you," was the re-
ply. ‘*Thatis, we regulate it. Of course, if
you broke the orystal, or anything like that,
'.__|l

*‘Oh, of course.”

In n week or so she wasback. “My watch does
g0 so queerly,” ahe said.

“It you will allow me to look at it, madam—"

vt gl Ioose-ront sealakin, and, stipping
ttoved her i
ber hauds under it, continued e lliy:-lu:

“A watch needs very careful
“0h, I'm ever so careful of
iunn:n'-ydn-num‘i
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Hew the Beantiful Plant Fellowed Eve Inte
the Outer World and Stlll Seeks Mer.
Or ALL THE CONTRIBUTIONs TO THE

Iast annual meeting of the American Folk
Lore Bociety none were more beautiful or more
thoroughty appreciated than the paperby Rep-
resentative C. E. Belknap of Grand Rapids,
Mich. Mr. Belknap has made a speciaity of
Indian legends and these he tells in = popu-
lar manner; ofien odd. but slways graceful
His latest is ““The Arbutus in Eden.”

“One story often leads to arother. The In-
dian legend of the crestion of the arbutus cals
to mind a fairy tale, “ILe Arbutus in the
Garden of Eden.’

“This may have been in priat some bygone
day; Icannot say, but I pick it up now from
the tangled ends of a cobweb memory, often
bathed in the dews of my boyhood days.

“*When God created the earth some parts of it
were better than others, and He selected the |
most beautifal of ull the places and there caused |
to Krow the rarest plants of ail His creations of l
flowers, birds and animals: and te prevent
trespassing upon tais favored ground He
created a ¢ wail, 8o high and of such fine |
material that ne vicions boast or nexicus weed
could climb over 1t. To get inand out of this |
deiighitful inciosure there was bLut one gate,,|
and that was sccurely locked—even against bad |
weatoer.

“Then God created the superioraui
%o rule over this heaven on elrtm. AR

ADAM AND EVE.

“Now, I do not ask you to believe that Adam
was created a full-grown man, or that Eve, who |
was created to be his compauion, was a full-
grownu woman, and that they had no youth.
li would be cruel for me tc =sk vou to think
that they had mo babybooi, ne boy and giri-
hood days. We bave bui .o close our eyes 0
see them, way back in that olden time, ‘swing-
ing in the grape vine swing' or Eve going
about picking great armiuls of wiid flow-rs,
while Adam was wading in the brock,or setting
traps to catch raibits aud squirrels, or wirow- |
ing stones at the birdsa

“Eve was full of curiosity, and when she was
not buey in any otber way was aiways looking
for the key to uniock the “gurden gate.’

*The two roamcd at will about the beautiful
grounds. There were no sigus ‘Keep off the |
grass,’ 0 they couid cut wcross lots without |
fear of punishmeut.

EYE'S PLANT, THE ARBUTUS. i
*And so the happy days went by until Fve
bad grown to be ‘sweet sixteen.’ Eve having
no mother—for you must remember sle was |
an orphan—had many little ills and troubles
that sbe couid not teil” Adam, and then there
weie lmes when Acam was cross, and st ad
such times she sought a sweet, tenuaer plant
that grew upright upon w hillside nenr the
brook. Yuis pluut grew up eacis year in Leight
with Eve, for it grew upen the very spot wiore
Eve was born, and Eve used 1o clasp i% in ber
arws and contide to it her secrets, |
WEAT EVE LEARKED. !
“From it Eve was taught modesty, purity, !
charity and confidence. From it she was !
taught to clothe hersell with leaves aud that
shu should use the gifts of the Creator to
benelis herself and Adam. Eve aud the pinnt,
which Adam bad named the mrbutus, were uke
mother aud child, aud so when Ad.uu crme to
the plant one day looking for Eve, for sue was
always there when wot with Adam, Arbutas
said to Lim: ‘Go thou, Adam, und from the
skins of animals make thysclt a germent; thoun
art mo louger a chiid, but to munbood growan;
thou alone of all that God bas made art nakod.
Look at the snimuls, the birds, tho Hsbes, the
trees, and even the ground is clothed. Take
lesson by me, a plant that caunot muve zbout,
with naught to protect me, no:bing in the
shape of nands to gather trem-ures: ves bave
I not beautitul clothing, and bave I mot |
gathered fragrance frem ull the plants and
toweisin the gurden? Put my blossoms to
tLy face and you will emeil the fragrance of
the clover, the rose and even the sweetncss of
the tree tops. Go, and by thy industry : thy- |
self to becomo the husband of my chiid, whom |
I have taught all my virtues.’ ;

ADAM ARD HIS SXARE.

““Adam, kneeling at the side of Arbutus, said: | boy was cuvugh to drive s saiut distracted ard | ¥

‘Iwilldo thy bidding. I will go und get the
finest and best in the land.” And getting his
suares and his weapons he left, suying; “When |
1 return I will be fit to claim Eve as m ¥ bride.’
And as Adam came near the great gate looking |
for an animal with five fur to make bimsell u
Eharn-nt be saw & strange animal crawling into
@ garden under the gate. For ail the great
gate was made by the Master, yet there Lad
been left s crack under it and an evil spirit
had discovered 1t and was coming in. Adam |
set his snare and soon had caught the strange
being, which, as was proven afterward, was the
devil Now, as this devil had lately dined on |
beer, onions and sulphur Adam couidn't stand i

the smell, and he was obliged to let him go.
And thus did the inferual one secure entrance
into the Garden of Eden, where his preseuce |
soon created trouble, as we nearly kuow, |
and as a result of the scandal that followed |
Adum and Eve were expelled, along with the |
devil, from the paradise; the great gate opened |
for the first time, and when it swang Luck in |
place Arbutus had lost sight of Eve forever; |
but, mourniug like a mother for her loved |
child, it mage its way to the gate, bul
as it ocould not swing it open it got
down upon the ground and found the crack
that les the devil in, and it crawled qutside the
garden walls, and ouce ot it feared to resume
its upright position and it concealed its benuti- |
ful white blossoms under its leaves and went
all about the world looking for Eve, shunniug |
and l’eari:g man, growing only in the lorests
in secluded places, refusing to aceept cultiva-
tion, but sendiug out its fragrance and blos-
soms in the fuith that Eve will be fonud
thereby and they two united again as mother
and child.”

——— .
NEW USE OF THE SPECTROSCOFE.

It Can Measure the Movemeuts of Stars as
Well as Tell Their Composition.
From the Pall Mall Budget.

Asan instance of the extraordinary results
obtainable by the use of the spectroscope Sir
Robert Bail describes how astronomers have at
last got equal with the vagarics of Algol—the
Demon Star, The peculiarities of this celestial
demon are that for two days and ten hours the
star remains of uniform luster, being ranked
about the second maguitude: then a decline of
brightness sets in and the star in a few hours
parts with three-fifths of its brightness. These
changes are visible to the naked eye and have
been known for centuries. But nobody knew
how to mccount for them. At last Vogel has
made the star reveal its mystery:

“Applying the improved spectographic pro-
cess to Algol, he determined on one night that

was Tetreating at a speed of twenty-six
miles a second. When he repeated his observa-
tious he found that Algol was again moving
with the same velocity, but this time the move-
ment was toward the earth instead of from it
Now, ithinﬁrd.bh for a star to run along a
straight line for a ocertain distance, stop, tarn
back, again retrace its movement, sto
again return. Such movement is simply for-
h:ddn byﬂn‘hb:uor mﬁo;;. %ﬂ:m is no
objection to Algol is
moving in & path is nearly if not exactl
s circle. During the description of one semi-
circle Algol is co toward us, while duri
the other semicircle it is going from us, a
thus the observed facts of the movement are
conciliated with the laws of motion."

But the results of the new astronomy in con-
nection with ui:m not exhausted yet. Sach
& movement as
of no other interpretation save
ty bedy in

be another m
vicinity of H ;

“We had already seen reasan to believe in the
r‘hﬂ.vdlﬁtmdmﬁ.

or the Demon Star, simply from the fact of its
variability. Thers cannot
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! years old and oughit to be easily mauazcd.

BELIEF IN WITCHCRAFT.
Rev. Dr. Buckley *ays It Still is Powerful in
Awerica,

From the Centary.

Witcheraft is at the present time believed in
by & majority of the citizens of the United
States. The larger number of immigrants from
the continent of Europe are more or less in fear
of such powers. To these must be sdded no
inconsiderable proportion of persons of English
and Beoteh descent: for a strong vein of saper-
#tition 15 discernible in many lrish, Scotch and
some English, whose *folk lore,” diffused
in nursery tales and peigbhlorbood gossip, has
entwined itself strongly about the fibers of
fpontaneous sub-comscious mental imagery.

Among the more ignorant members of the-

Catholic church of every nationality the beliof

produces & mysterious dread, aguinst which
men aud women cross themselves and resort to
various rites supposed to be efficacions.

Where colonics of immigiaute bave remainod
isolated, retuning their vwn language, the wu-

uence of witcheraft is more easily traced.
The interior of Penmsylvania affords better
ulustrations of this, and on a ecule, than
any other state. It bas been but two or three
fCATA Since suil was brought by a man against

is motheg in one of the countiesof Pennsyi-
vania to recover damsges fora dog which he
cbarged her with having killed by witchorall,
and he not oniy bLrought suit, but obtaincd
Judgment {rom a justice of the peace. Various
witnesses testified as to their experiencos in
witcheraft aud only one said that bo bad never
bad & frieud ur relative who was bewitched.

In divers villages of Pennsylvania, some of
them in the Dunkard settlement, are women
who are supposed to be wiches. Some are

shrewd enough not to a ply their arts for |
Strungers, but to those whom they know, us |

8tated in an article in the New York Sunm scine
Years ago, they wiil sell charms to ward off
sghining from buildings, dry up the wells of
the encinies of applicants, force cows to give
bloody milk, cnuse sickness iu the family, de-
stioy beauty, separate man snd wife and re-
vers.

Iu the interior purts of the southern states,

| wherea large ; roportion of the white povula-

tion cannot read, eud there is lttle ndmisture

| of society, there are “wiich doctors,” who, as-

suming that all disense is caused Ly wischos,
secure thiiviug practice in counteracting tueir
influence. The Philadelphin Times on the
nutlority of & reputable correspondent, who

| Bives wany fmets 1o sustain his representatious,

says: “lor gewerations the poor whiies have
beisieved in witches, and the belief s deep-
scated and 1scarable.”

dhe African population brought this belief
frow tle dark continent, and it peraists auoug
them to this day, thougu tho prosres of reli-
gion and education is doing sowething to
check it

_1 have recently noted in various ts of the
United States more than Gty suitsiustituted by
persous agaiusi those who they claimed bad
bewitched tiiem, but under cxisting laws the
accused couli not be proscouted except where
mouey had breu obiained under fulse pro-
fensvs, or overt mcts of erume bad been sug-
gesied o cotamitted,

During pedesirian tours 1 New England,
various parts of the west, und in every souik-
ern state, I have frequently stayed for the

| might at the bouses of poor furmers, laborers
, fisbermen and trappers. In such jouruese i

bave luvariubiy bistened to the tales of the
neighborhiood, stimulating thews by sug-
gestion, and have found the belie! in witch-
crait cropping oui iu the oldest towus in New
Eagland, sometimes wiikin the very shadow of
the builldings where a learued niluisicy lgue
eilsted from the settlement of the country, aud
publie schools have furnished means of educa-
tion to ali classes.  The borsesboes scen in
ne.rly evers county and often in cvery town-
ehip upon the houses of persous suggessed
the old borseshoo beneath whiel Lord Mclson,
who bad lony, kept it nailed to the mast of the
Victory, recetved bis death wound at lrafulgar.
R =

FOUGHT IT OUT AT ONCE

| Mr. Brinker Expatiates on Firmness With-

Uuruly Children and Then Trl es It
From the Ciicaze Tribuue,
Hlio said that she was utterly worn out when
Le acked Ler Low she wus feeling; that that

that she didu't kaow wiat she could do tomeke |

Liw obey.

He said that the boy was mot quite three
It
was his opinton that she had not sufficient
firmuess, that she gave in too eusily when the
boy bigan toery. And then aud there he
undertuok to give ber a lesson in the handling
of children.

Willte was in his high chair at the table and

Willie wanted something. Wiliie wasinformed |

that be conid not bave it, and Wilae began to
yell. 'l'h:j‘:alhg immediately becaine sterg,
“Stop that, Willie,"” ke said sharp but
Wiliie did not stop. v
*Stop that or you'll have to leave the
table!” he exclaimed. Stll Willis did not
stop.

“Now, I presume you would give in,” he said |

to bis wife, “oat thai isa't my way. Well
fizht it right out om this live, and the next
une I speak Le'll know I miean business.”

She said nothing and be got up, took Will:e
gui of his high chair and put Lim down on lhe

vor.

“*When you stop esying,” he said, severely,
*I'll put you buek in your chair.”

But Willie kept right on; in fact, he yelled
louder than ever,

“*Wiilie, " snid hisfather at last, “if rou don’t ;

stop that you'il bave to leave the room 1 san-
pose you think that's cruel, Jane,” beuodled,
“*but if wefight it out now we'll bave no further
trouble. It's the only way.”

Bhe made no reply and he again got up and
carried the struggling, screaming Willie iuto
another room.

“When you can be quiet, Willie, you ma
come back,” he said. — el 4

It wus five or ten minutes later that be
l.:i:kﬁd up from bLis after-dinner coffee and

ed:
Do you suppose the boy will make himself
sick by his erying?”

She shook her Lead.

He stood it fora few minutes longer and then
he gave in.

“Perhaps, Mra Brinker!” he exclaimed
as he opened the door and brought the bo
back—*'perhaps you are oaonqz
to let your son ery himself intoa it Per-
baps you have no nerves to be uustrung by
suich an infernal’ ing. Hush, Willie, it's
all right now—but { am built ou a different
plan, Mrs. Driuker, -sa an entirely different
plan—dmlm &uu imp!"

“Buta li muess, James” —

*““Mrs. Brinker!"

“If you fight it out once, you know"——

He put Willie down on her lup, grabbed his
hat and started out, and as he was closing the
front door he heard her eall softly after him:

“*Whenever you have any valualle ideas on
the management of children, James”

Then be slammed the door. If he had waited
he would have found that she had Willie quiet
in five minates and asleep in ten.”

TRAVELED ON HIS FACE

The “Beat's” Boast Was Proved in & Way
From the Chicaso Herald.

“You've forgotten to pay, sir; you owe 60
cents,” said an attendant in a State street hotel
to n well-dressed man who was leaving the
billiard room without paying for the games he

“If you don’t pay your bill," said he, “I
**No, you won't,"” answered the other,
™ well-built chap. “I'm
Come on.” and he
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A Cobbier Says HMe Can Tell How o Man
Walks by His Shoes.

From the Globs. Dem wost.

A shoomaker says: As 500n s & man comes
into my shop and akes off his shoos 1 can toll
whether or not be is & good walker sud it is ae-
mmthndmbt-nhnhm
way to step out.

It the shoe is worn down at the heel, not at
the eide, but straight back, leatner of the
sole shows sign of weak at the ball of the
foot, a little greator ou the inside just below
the base of the grest toe, I kuow that the
WeaArer is a goo | walker.

If, however, the heel is turned on one side or
is worn eveuly shirpughout and the sole is wora
most near the toe, I kuow that T have to deal
with a poor padestrian. The reason of the dif-
ference in position of the worn liew in the
fact that the poor walker walks from Lis knee
and thrManbﬁhtp

Watch the passer-by on the street and vom
will at once see the difference. Nine men oud
of ten will bend the knee very conside r-bl‘.
walking, stepning straight out wish both bips
on the same line, and the toe will be the first 88

strike the ground.
bend bis kneos very it

—_=

The tenth man will
tle, just enough 10 clear the ground, snd will
swing the leg from the hip, very much as the
| arm is swang from the shoulder, and not from
| the elbow. By doing o he cxlls npon the
Imumh- that are strongest to bear the
| and inereascs the length of L stride four or
| inches.  The heel touchos the ground first
| not the toe. A slight spring i givens from the
| ball of the foot on making another stride.
| hien that waik in this fashion cover the ground

50 per cent faster with the same exertion than
those that walk from the knee. In
old rale i» to strike from the shoulder and not
from the elbow, In podestrianism it is to walk
from the bip and not from the kuee.

— - *_ —
HAVING FUN IN RBOSTON,

You Can Have Lois of It There if You KEnew
How to Make It Yoursell
From the Boston Herald.

It was & veory cold might. Passengers in the
street cars huddled together in the wain at-
tempt to keep warm.

There were al ad P in a Bos
ton-bound Deacon stroet “eleciric.” when ey
were joined by & young man clad in & worn-oud
Spring overcost with trousers to mateh. Upon
Lis bead be sported a dilapidated derby, which
was pulled down as close to bhis ears as the rim
would allow. Ho took & sest mear the patent
| electrie heater and tried to keep up bis spiri.
| The other passeugers, wrapped in big ulsters
| and cloaks, were filled with pity.
| **Chilly night, sin't i7" he ssid in s squeak-
| ing voice and a renerul, sociable sort of way,

when he was sullicicntly thawed out.
1 “Ves, kind of frosty.” replied the conductor,
Thon the passcugers were startied by the fol-
lowiag additional opinion on the weather: *

do yer kuow it's cold eraufl ternite to make ;
feller's hair stund on end?”

The conductor ndwitted that it was corking
night, but be never heard of & man's bhair on
cud when there wasn't & ghost around.

Saddenly the young wan commenced to
shiver. His knees rattled together and, to the
Lorror and surpr.se of the other oocupants of
the car, the derby graduully crowded upward

uutil it scemed to be suspended above the erown

of his head. The owner of the hat -Ernvn:i

realized his fato, but said wothing.
| the unonuay bewdgour back to its former

ugilitm the

tion us il Le were struggling w
| his hair from rising.
| The passengers were m One lady
| remarked that “the poor feliow must be suffer-

“‘5 terribly."”
ust ot this moment the car came to & stop,
and as the door was thrown open & chilly blast
of the zero atmmosplere rushed in.
ain the hat rosc from the bead of the form
in the spring overcoat, und it was only with
much dificuity and struggling resiored to ite

proper place.
Alter repeating this operaticn, as be did sev-
erul mes, the Lalf-frozen pasenger chuckled

to himself sud muttered somet nug that

| 'Well, I fooled "em, 1 foolet ‘em, didn's I
| Helbladlots of quiet fon with bimself, sud
| after be Lad bad sll be wanted be calied the
| conductor mnd said in his st ryuvaky voios
| aud most socinble maunc:: “Aiu's yuu onto der
b m—— e
en he explained mystery. T s
hat off be showed that two holes were puncbed
|on_ either side of the derby, sund swetched
| sightly across was a little rubSer Lband.
| “Whon I pull der Lat down,” be said, “all
| I've ter do 18 ter wrinkle my forrid snd der
rubber counteracts and up she goox. Bee?™
“You're very funuy, sin't you?" the condao=-
tor remarked.

S ——
AMERICA EAILROADS,
The %S¢l of Tr portatiovn to Be Oup

Contribuiion 1o oiitical Economy.
From the Loudou Pinan ! Thnes.

The science of transportation is guing to be
tho special coutribution of the American people
to political economy. It is the mosi iuteresting
fenture in their economic system, and the
| achievoments which they bhave sccomplisbed
through it will in future ages read simost like
fables. It bas been & wagician's wand, calling
towne into exwtence on the desolate
ralsiug towus inte cities and cities into world-
famous hives of wealth and industry. It bes
| conjured up fortunes ont of nothing and mule
| tiplied values ten, twenty, aye, often & hundred
| Told.
| Millions of well paid, well-fed lsborers eujoy
its blessiugs without ever thinking to what they
owe them. For every capitalist, every large
mautiacturer, every prosperous merchant there
could bave been without it, there are now thou-
sands. The teeming factories of New
and the mamunoth ware bouses of Chicago
sprung from it as directly as the silver
Colorado or Nevada.

The wealth creating power of North
18 to & very large extent the
wenlth distributi fucilities.
supacity of the railways to
the Missour: river to the Atlantic coast fors
wu per hn-hel“ there

t farms west of Chicago,
richest icultural states in

it

A News reporter met s man who was struck
byhghhluﬁu:mmlﬂhhﬂﬂ
recovered.

“When I was first struck,” he said, “I wag
dead fortwo or three days. Then conscionse
ness returned aud with it & sense of most acute
pain. My muoscles were all contracted
whenever I was st rest for ten
time the torture was positively
For days and nights I walked the
wanted to sleep I got two of

to walk with d walked in my sleep. Seven

“I was standing by my bouse
day. Buddenly 1 saw = flash
looked us if cli the beaveus were
and the stars running togsthor.
il men were slicking

differeut ons

&

;

E

:
i

of my

£

i

i

“A CilFAP BARGAIN
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TAKES MONXEY FRuUM
TLE PURSE”
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